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REPORT OF THE OUTING COMMITTEE FOR 1933 


The Sierra Club Outing of 1933 was most successful notwithstanding that only about half 
the usual number participated. The itinerary was as follows: Starting from North Lake, the 
patty crossed Piute Pass to Hutchinson Meadow. After three days there, camp was moved to 
Byolution Creek, then to Colby Meadow. From Colby Meadow a large sidetrip party camped 
at Evolution Lake for several days and many of the Evolution Peaks were climbed. The first two- 
weeks party left via Muir Pass on the 20th, and on the 22nd the rest of the party crossed Muir 
Pass. A camp of one night above Little Pete Meadow preceded the establishment of a three-day 
camp on the Middle Fork of Kings River near the junction with Palisade Creek, where the second 
twoweeks party joined the group. The entire party then moved up Palisade Creek to Deer Meadow 
for three days. From this camp a large knapsack-party advanced to the upper basin of Palisade 
Greek at the base of Middle Palisade. Returning to lower camp the party remained for three days, 
while another advance party moved to Dusy Basin. All were united at Dusy Basin on August 3rd 
and the following day crossed Bishop Pass to South Lake where the Outing was disbanded. 


No previous outing in the Sierra has witnessed an equal amount of important mountaineering. 


Many first ascents were made and new routes were established on familiar peaks. Among the 
important ascents were those of Humphreys, Darwin, McGee, Goddard, Devils Crags, and the 
Palisades. Further accounts of these ascents will appear in the annual number of the Sierra Club 
Bulletin. 
Great praise is due to Francis Tappaan for his extraordinary efficiency and tact as manager of 
the outing. The commissary aides also deserve great praise for their capable services. The Moun- 
taineering Committee discharged its important duties in a most excellent manner. 

The outing of 1934 will be in the Yosemite National Park. The entire party will visit regions 
in the northern section of the park and in the upper Merced district which have heretofore been 
enjoyed by knapsack parties only. The 1934 outing will start and disband from Tuolumne 


Meadows, which greatly simplifies transportation to and from the mountains. 
ANSEL E. Abas, for the Committee. 


DEDICATION OF SHELTER ON MUIR PASS 


On July 22nd the stone shelter, erected on Muir Pass through the generosity of the late 
George Frederick Schwarz in memory of John Muir, was dedicated. On that day the Sierra Club 
Outing party crossed the pass and gathered to attend the dedication. The president of the Club, 
Francis P. Farquhar, made an introductory talk and then introduced Rodney L. Glisan, repre- 
senting the Mazamas and the Mountaineers, who delivered a few fitting words of tribute. He was 
followed by William E. Colby, who joined the Outing for a few days for the special purpose of 
attending this ceremony. He dwelt upon the appropriateness of the memorial and gave some per- 
sonal reminiscences of Mr. Schwarz and of John Muir. Miss Doris Barr sang an appropriate song. 

This stone structure is most fitting as a memorial to John Muir as it is on the main Muir Trail 
and is in one of the wildest parts of the High Sierra. The type of building, patterned after the 
beehive architecture prevalent in the “heel” of Italy, is unique in America. It is entirely of stone, 
even the conical roof having been constructed from flat slabs of granite. Fifty members of the 
Sierra Club Party were able to assemble comfortably in the building. Great credit is due Henry H. 
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Gutterson, the architect, who so generously donated his services, and M. A. Benedict, Forest Super 
visor, under whose charge the building was constructed. 

The register at the pass indicates that a number of persons have already used the shelter oy 
night while crossing the pass, and its usefulness in the future seems assured. The problem of 
keeping a supply of firewood available for emergency is most important, as none is to be fous 
within five miles. Members of the Club and other travelers will render a service if they will remep. 
ber this and pack up as much wood as they conveniently can whenever they cross the pass, Ty 
building is devoted to the free use of the public and is intended especially for shelter in times of 
storm, belated travel, and other emergencies. 


CLIMBING ON THE 1933 SIERRA CLUB OUTING 


In the Sierra Club Bulletin for December, 1932, there was chronicled the formation of ; 
Rock Climbing Section of the San Francisco Bay Chapter. Underlying the sponsorship was th 
idea of recognizing an active group devoted expressly to a practical phase of mountaineering » 
preparation for exploring, enjoying and rendering more accessible our mountain regions, in accord. 
ance with the fundamental purposes of the Club. That the mountains in the region visited on the 
1933 Outing were “explored, enjoyed and made accessible” is definitely indicated by a report 
from the Mountaineering Committee of the Outing. Over 370 ascents were made, comprising 4 
separate points, every one a rocky, trailless summit, exceeding 10,000 feet in altitude and com 
manding splendid alpine views. More than 67 different members of the Outing paticipated, and, 
while many of these did not belong to the Rock Climbing Section, much of the responsibility for 
leadership of climbs was borne by section members. In fact some 38 parties were so led. It was du 
in large measure to this leadership that so many agile but inexperienced climbers made as many 
first-class ascents as they did. Consider, for example, the numbers of ascents of peaks that have 
in the past been regarded as dificult: Mount Humphreys 18, Darwin 31, Haeckel 23, Devils 
Crags 18, Middle Palisade 21, North Palisade 25, Mount Sill 20. The fact that at one time or 
another some 40 people reached fifteen summits on which there was no evidence of a previow 
ascent further indicates that the exploration of the mountains was not neglected. A number of 
these were unquestionably genuine first ascents and several involved mountaineering skill of the 
highest order. In addition, a number of new routes were pioneered up peaks which had previously 
been climbed. On three separate occasions demonstrations and instruction in climbing technique 
were given on cliffs near main camps. On all of the more difficult climbs individual parties wer 
limited in size to the number that could safely climb simultaneously on a given route. Without 
doubt this precaution and the use of proper climbing-ropes contributed to the good record of no 
casualties. 

Lewis F. Ciark. 


ANNUAL PHOTOGRAPH EXHIBIT 


The annual photograph exhibit will be held as follows: 

September 18th to 30th at the Club headquarters, 1050 Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street, San 
Francisco. (In addition to the regular hours, the Club rooms will be open from 2 to 6 o'clock on 
Saturday afternoon, September 23rd, and from 7 to 10 o'clock on Tuesday evening, September 
26th.) 

October 9th to 14th at the headquarters of the Southern California Chapter, 445 Wilcox 
Building, 206 South Spring Street, Los Angeles. 

October 17th to 21st, under the auspices of the Riverside Chapter, at 7373 Magnolia Avenue, 
Riverside. 

October 26th to 28th, under the auspices of the Loma Prieta Chapter, at the Y. M. C. A 
Directors’ Room, Third and Santa Clara streets, San Jose, from 6 to 10 o'clock each evening. 

It is hoped that all who took photographs on the 1933 Sierra Club Outing will exhibit their 
albums, for in each collection there are sure to be some pictures of special interest not to be found 
elsewhere. Members of the Club who took photographs this summer on other trips in the Siem 
or in other mountain regions are also invited to send in their albums. 

It has long been the custom for exhibitors to permit members of the Club to obtain copies of 
their pictures at a slight margin above cost. For this purpose it is requested that each photograph be 
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gmbered and that the price be stated. Orders will be placed through the Club office and will be 
jwarded after the close of the exhibit. 

There will be exhibited at the same time photographs by Ansel Adams and paintings by 
gand Curtis, made on the recent Sierra Club Outing into the region of the South Fork of the 
in Joaquin and the Middle Fork of the Kings. 


PROGRAM OF EXHIBITS IN THE CLUB ROOMS 


September 18 to 30—Annual Photograph Exhibit. 

October 2 to 14—-Tenaya Cajion. 

October 16 to 28—Views of the Big Trees. 

October 30 to November 18—Skiing in the Sierra Nevada. 

November 20 to December 2—Paintings and drawings by Marjory Dickieson. 


EXHIBIT OF PAINTINGS BY LELAND CURTIS 


An exhibit of the work of Leland Curtis will be held at the California Palace of the Legion 
of Honor, San Francisco, from November 18th to January 2nd. It will be composed of thirty-five 
ais of medium and large size, mostly of the High Sierra. Some of the work is new; some of it 
has been shown in Eastern exhibits, including acceptances by the National Academy. Many of the 
paintings have been made by Mr. Curtis while on Sierra Club outings. 


SIERRA CLUB ANNUAL DINNER, DECEMBER 9, 1933 


The annual reunion dinner and dance will be held at the Fairmont Hotel, California and 
Mason Streets, San Francisco, in the Venetian dining room, on Saturday evening, December 9th, 
6:30 o'clock. Further announcement will be made in the October Bulletin. 


CAMMERER SUCCEEDS ALBRIGHT AS PARK DIRECTOR 


On August 10, 1933, there became effective an executive order of the President by which a 
new bureau of the Department of the Interior was established, combining the administration of 
national historical parks, military parks, the parks and public buildings of the District of Columbia, 
and certain other functions, with the administration of the national park system. It is well known 
that it was the desire of the Administration to retain as director of this enlarged bureau Horace M. 
Albright who had served since 1929 as Director of the National Park Service. It is also known 
that it was with very great reluctance that Director Albright declined the post and tendered his 
resignation from the Government Service in order to accept a business position. His resignation, 
therefore, was in no way connected with the change in administration. On the contrary it was 
deferred as long as possible for the very purpose of assisting the new administration to preserve 
the continuity of national park policies. Coincident with the announcement of Mr. Albright's 
resignation came the announcement of the appointment of Arno B. Cammerer to the new director- 
ship. Mr. Cammerer had since 1919 been Assistant Director and, later, Associate Director, of 
the National Park Service and his appointment gives assurance of the continuation of the funda- 
mental policies established by Stephen Mather and Horace Albright. At the same time Arthur 
E. Demaray, who also has been in the National Park Service since the early days of Mr. Mather’s 
directorate, was advanced from Senior Assistant Director to Associate Director. Dr. Harold C. 
Bryant, formerly of the California State Fish and Game Commission and more recently with the 
National Park Service, George A. Moskey, and Conrad L. Wirth continue as assistant directors. 
Although members of the Sierra Club cannot but regret the loss to the Government service of 
their esteemed fellow-member, Horace Albright, they can readily appreciate the motive that im- 
pelled his action and they certainly will wish him success and happiness in his new work as Vice- 
President and General Manager of the United Potash Company, of New York. His address is now 
442 Madison Avenue, New York City. 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR AND THE NATIONAL 
PARK SERVICE 


San Francisco, August 12, 1933. 
Hon. Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior, 


Washington, D. C. 
Dear Sir: 

Recent statements in the San Francisco press have voiced rumors that the personnel of th 
National Park administration was threatened with dismissal and replacement for political reasog 
The Sierra Club has even been asked to join in a protest against such action. We have refrained 
from doing so, because we could find no foundation for such rumors, nor could we believe that any 
such action was likely to occur. We have attributed the alarm to a misconception of the Pres: 
dent's executive order reorganizing certain administrative functions. We are not easily to k 
induced to believe that the long established policy of keeping the National Park administration og 
of politics is to be changed. 

More especially, however, we are relying on your own announced interest in the Parks and 
the demonstration of your policy in the recognition you have given to the efficient services of 
Director Albright and in the appointment of Mr. Cammerer as his successor. 

The Sierra Club, as you are doubtless aware, has long held a position of peculiarly close rh. 
tionship to the National Parks. John Muir, the founder of our Club, was one of their greatest 
advocates and defenders. The establishment of Yosemite National Park is directly attributable tp 
his efforts and influence. The late Stephen T. Mather, at the time he was invited by Secretary Lan 
to take charge of the National Park administration, had for many years been one of our activ 
members. Mr. Albright is also a member of long standing. 

It has been the privilege of the Sierra Club to work very closely with these men, first for the 
establishment of the Parks, then for their protection and their administration. Thus, in the 
course of our counseling together, we have had exceptional opportunities for observing the high 
character of the personnel of the Park Service from top to bottom. It is this high character which 
we earnestly desire to see maintained, and in your endeavors to maintain it we pledge you ow 
support. 

May we, Sir, take this opportunity of tendering to you the services of the Sierra Club in such 
counsel as we may be able to furnish, and may we hope for an opportunity of welcoming you a 
our Club headquarters or at our camp-fires. 

Sincerely yours, 
FRANCIS P. FARQUHAR, President. 


Washington, August 18, 1933. 
My dear Mr. Farquhar: 

Your letter of August 12 has been received and I am glad to be able to tell you there is n0 
foundation for the rumor of the opening up of the National Park Service to political preferment. 
I have a high regard for the character of the present organization and I believe the standards under 
which it operates should be maintained. The President's Executive Order has enlarged the scope 
of the National Park Service and has increased its importance in many directions. 

I appreciate your expressions of confidence. 

Sincerely yours, 
Haro_p C. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior. 


THE SPECTRE OF THE BROCKEN 


On May 14, 1933, the Rock Climbing Section of the San Francisco Bay Chapter of the Sierra 
Club visited the East Peak of Mount Tamalpais. There were no unusual weather conditions that 
day. A strong west wind was blowing and the customary fog clouds which form at this time of the 
year were a little below our elevation. As a group of us were climbing on the rocks above the level 
trail which encircles the summit, a small circular rainbow was suddenly observed against the swirling 
clouds. This rainbow became more and more distinct and we climbed to some of the highest rocks 
to obtain a better view of it. To our surprise and amazement our shadows appeared superimposed 
directly in the center of the iridescent circle. By extending our arms a large cross was formed. The 
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duds increased in density and other circular rainbows began to form around the first one. The 
gmordinary display lasted approximately three-quarters of an hour, ranging from a faint, indis- 
tact shadow to a very definite and well-formed one. Toward the end the view became especially 
jgutiful and mysterious when the clouds closed in so as to blot out the foreground. At that time 
tree perfect concentric circular rainbows appeared and outside was a partial circle, all white. 

This spectacle is one of great rarity in the mountains but has been made famous through de- 
qriptions of the Spectre of the Brocken. One of the most spectacular occurrences is described by 
Whymper in his narrative of the first ascent of the Matterhorn in 1865. 

Juves Ercuorn. 


RETIREMENT OF VERNON BAILEY AND T. S. PALMER 


The U. S. Biological Survey announces the retirement, effective July 31, 1933, of two of its 
gost noted scientists, both of whom are members of the Sierra Club. Vernon Bailey, chief field 
saturalist of the bureau, has been engaged in field work for the Department of Agriculture since 
1887 and has won world-wide renown for his studies of the geographic distribution of mammals, 
birds, and plants. Mr. Bailey has been the guest of the Sierra Club on several of the annual out- 
ing and writes that he hopes to be with us again next year. 

Dr. Theodore S. Palmer is noted for his activities in game protection as well as for his work 
3a zoological historian and biographer. He is an authority on the nomenclature of animals. Dr. 
Palmer was graduated from the University of California in 1888, and began his work with the 
Department of Agriculture the following year. In 1891 he was with the Death Valley Expedi- 
tion. On many occasions he has acted as chief of the Biological Survey. 


CLIMBING THE FACE OF EAGLE ROCK 


Eagle Rock is a great rock of conglomerate on Colorado Boulevard between Pasadena and 
the town of Eagle Rock. The east is an easy walk up, the west a 200-foot cliff. For years boys 
have climbed on Eagle Rock with and without ropes, often going up to the “second cave™ and occa- 
sonally going from the top down “under the eagle.” On August 12, 1933, Marx Scott, Richard 
Jones, and I, using a 200-foot rope, belayed each other from a large piton on top originally placed 
to hold a cross for Easter Sunrise Services. We succeeded in climbing up the face, going directly 
up toward the eagle, then right to the low end of the sloping ledge under the eagle, and across 
under the eagle to the top. The lower part of the climb is more difficult than the upper. The 
stones imbedded in the sandstone are good handholds and footholds, making it possible to climb up 
the steep open face. This route has been attempted before, but it is doubtful if it has heretofore 
been completed. We went down the route as well as up. Eagle Rock offers a fine center for a 


Los Angeles Rock Climbing Section. 
Guien Dawson. 


A STUDY OF THE GLACIERS OF THE MOUNTAINS OF 
CALIFORNIA 


A Committee on Glaciers has now been formed to co-operate with the Glacial Committee of 
the American Alpine Club, the Committee on Glaciers of the American Geophysical Union, and 
the Commission des Glaciers of the International Geodetic and Geophysical Union. In order to 
operate effectively with these organizations, the Committee requests that all members of the 
Sierra Club, who have photographs of any of the glaciers of California, kindly furnish copies for 
a general collection that is being made. Please indicate the date upon which the photograph was 
taken, the location from which it was taken, and the principal objects in the view. The older the 
photograph the more valuable it will be, since it will furnish a record of past fluctuation of the 
glacier which can be obtained in no other way. The Committee consists of Oliver Kehrlein (chair- 
man), Glen Dawson, Jules Eichorn, Homer D. Erwin, C. A. Harwell, Walter L. Huber, Richard 
M. Leonard, Francois E. Matthes. 









UP TENAYA CANON IN THE SPRING 


We: Lewis Clark, Oliver Kehrlein, Kenneth May, Randolph May, led by Bestor Robinsog 
Went up Tenaya Cafion last May 28 and 29 
Perhaps the first party to ascend at high water 


Shouldered our knapsacks and climbing ropes Used a rope for safety 

Left Mirror Lake at 6 A. M. Skirted the rim of a side cafion 
Walked up a fisherman's trail Topped a bald dome 

Forded branches of the creek Clambered into a granite basin 
Climbed cliffs Approached waterwheels 

Crossed gullies Crept along the side of a gorge 
Glissaded Tramped through a snowy meadow 
Traversed a crack Waded the edge of Tenaya Lake 
Descended to the river Spent the night at a cabin 

Trod a snow bridge Swam the creek 

Worked our way through brush Followed blazes and bear tracks 
Established a bivouac Reached Forsyth Pass 

Climbed the nose of a ridge Returned to Yosemite Valley 

Saw big waterfalls LEC 


THE TRINITY ALPS INVITE ATTENTION 


Although prevented, to my sorrow, from going on the High Trip this year, I did have th 
privilege of a few days’ outing in the Trinity Alps. Let me make the suggestion, with all the 
enthusiasm I can urge, that the Club endeavor to arrange for an outing to that little-known but 
very beautiful and interesting region—not a regular “high trip,” but a week or less. 

The alpine area is restricted and can be covered in a short period of hiking, but offers all th 
aspects and charms of the High Sierra—granite pinnacles, cliffs, glaciers, lakes, fishing stream, 
and climbing problems, as well as snowfields up to mid July. [Illimitable forest surrounds and 
penetrates the Alps, and there are only three or four approaches by road which bring one dose 
in. At the southern end, via Weaverville, the Trinity Alps Camp has provided quite adequate 
small camps up in the mountains which can be reached by hiking in one day, although the rest 
proper has established the camps primarily for those using packtrains and saddle-animals. Lackol 
familiarity prevents me reporting on the other entrances to the Alps, such as by the Scott and 
Salmon rivers. 

My son and I ascended the highest peak, Mount Thompson, 9200 feet in elevation, from te 
Stuart Fork lakes, and found it a real climb. Sawtooth Peak nearby looked as if it required rope 
Other peaks seemingly would put expert climbers on their mettle. 

Epwarp O. ALLEN. 


OPENING OF THE ANSEL ADAMS GALLERY 





The development of Ansel Adams’ photographic art has been so intimately connected wilt 
his participation in the Sierra Club outings that the members of the Club may justly feel proud 
of his attainments. It is, therefore, a great pleasure to announce in these pages the opening @ 
September Ist of the Ansel Adams Gallery at 166 Geary Street, San Francisco. Here will be beld 
a succession of exhibits of photography, painting, and the graphic arts, and here Mr. Adams will 
conduct his professional work in photography—portrait, landscape, architectural, and advertising, 
together with reproduction of works of art. He will also give instruction in photography. The 
opening exhibit in the gallery will consist of photographs of Group F 64, comprising 
Edward Weston, Willard Van Dyke, Henry Swift, Sonya Noskowiak, Consuella Kanaga, Joho 
Paul Edwards, Imogen Cunningham, and Ansel Adams. 

It is confidently believed by the Editor of the Sierra Club Bulletin that the members of the 
Sierra Club would like to express to Ansel Adams their best wishes for his success in his new venture. 


cGe 








